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DETAILED ACTION 

Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Walter Fasse on November 22, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
1 . Claim 1 has been replaced with the following: 

— 1 . A storage battery, comprising 
a battery casing; 

a cover closing an opening of said battery casing; and 

a thinner see-through window portion provided on a sidewall of said battery 

casing for visual recognition, from the outside, of a level of electrolyte contained in 

said battery casing, wherein 

a reinforcing rib is provided integral with said see-through window portion and 

extends through a see-through window portion displaced inwardly away from edges of 

said see-through window portion, wherein, 

said battery casing has a plurality of cells and a partition separating said cells, and 
said reinforcing rib is provided at a position in alignment with said partition.- 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/057,509 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1745 

2. Claim 2 has been canceled. 

3. In claim 10 at line 1, "claim 2" has been changed to -claim 1— . 

Remarks 

This Office action is responsive to applicant's amendment filed September 23, 2004. 
The examiner notes that the examiner's amendment to claim 1 incorporates the 
limitations of dependent claim 2 into claim 1, with claim 2 then canceled. 

Drawings 

The objection to the drawings under 37 CFR 1.83(a) has been withdrawn. 
The replacement drawing for Figure 2 was received on September 23, 2004. This 
drawing is approved. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The rejection of claims 1 and 3-6 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) based on EP 0 299 670 has 
been obviated. 

Applicant's amendment now requires that the reinforcing rib extends through a see- 
through area of the window. The examiner concedes with applicant's assertion that in EP '670 
the window frame (to the extent that it may read on a reinforcement rib) extends along the 
perimeter of the window, [emphasis added] 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The rejection of claims 1, 3 and 6 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) based on JP 51-1 14641 or JP 
114235 and Jensen (U.S. Pat. 4,076,906) has been obviated. 

As a matter of record, contrary to applicant's assertion the rib in Jensen is considered a 
reinforcing rib in that its tip [20] is biased against the inner surface of the window. To this extent 
the rib [18] is considered a reinforcing rib, albeit a weak one. 

However, the examiner concedes with applicant's assertion that the member or rib [18] in 
Jensen is not integral with the see-through window as presently required by the amended claims. 

The rejection of claim 7 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) is deemed moot in view of the 
cancellation of this claim. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1, 3-6 and new dependent claims 8-10 are allowed. The closest prior art has been 
discussed in detail in the prior Office action and has been obviated by the present amendment to 
the claims for the reasons set forth above. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons 
for allowance: the prior art of record does not teach or suggest the instant invention regarding a 
reinforcing rib integral with a see-through window and extending through a see-through area of 
said window, with said reinforcing rib being provided at a position in alignment with a partition 
separating a plurality of battery cells. 

The examiner notes that with respect to claim 1 as presently amended by the examiner's 
amendment outlined above, a forthcoming rejection based on JP 2-8859 (as cited in the July 8, 
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2002 IDS) is precluded in that this reference does not teach or suggest the battery casing having 
a plurality of cells and a partition separating said cells so that the reinforcing rib is provided at a 
position in alignment with said partition. While partitions separating battery cells are known, the 
prior art does not teach or suggest a combination of the instant reinforcing rib (as arguably taught 
by JP 2-8859) and a partition wall so that that the resulting structure is the reinforcing rib being 
in alignment with said partition, [emphasis added] 

New claims 1 1-15 are allowed for similar reasons set forth above for claims 1, 3-6 and 
8-10, specifically, the prior art of record does not teach or suggest the instant invention regarding 
a see-through window molded as one integrally connected piece with an opaque wall, with at 
least one partition and with plural reinforcing ribs. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julian Mercado whose telephone number is (571) 272-1289. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick J. Ryan, can be reached on (571) 272-1292. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 





